
 

 

 

Visual Composition (COM 1005) 

 

Outline 

 
Course Description: Students learn to employ fundamental elements and principles of design 

for various media and gain a strong foundational multidisciplinary 

experience in preparation for other Communication Technology courses.  

This course is a prerequisite to Photography. 

 

 

Credits:  1 Credit 

 

 

Assessment:  Test:    Elements & Principles of Design  12% 

Worksheet:   Typography Handout (Definitions)  2% 

Worksheet:  Personal Inventory    3% 

Assignment:  Typography Design Exercise   3% 

Assignment:  Logo Design     3% 

Assignment:  Event Photography #1   20% 

Assignment:  Snapshot Poetry    15% 

Assignment:  Drawn Into Photography   15% 

Assignment:  Portfolio (Creation & Presentation)  20% 

Assignment:  Peer Assessment    5% 

Observations:  Safety & Management   2% 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Visual Composition (COM 1005) 
Student Name: 

Outcome 
 

The student will: 

Summative Assessment Mark Weight 

1.1 - Define the elements of design Written Test - Elements of Design  2% 

1.2 - Identify the elements of design 
using examples 

Written Test - 
Elements of Design 

 2% 

1.3 - Describe the impact of each 
element on the visual message (Line 
shape or form, colour, texture, depth, 
light, direction, mass, tone, value, 
space) 

Written Test - 
Elements of Design 

 2% 

1.4 - Define the principles of design Written Test - Principles of Design  2% 

1.5 - Identify the principles of design 
using examples 

Written Test - 
Principles of Design 

 2% 

1.6 - Describe the impact of each 
principle on the visual message 
(Balance, emphasis, proportion, 
repetition, unity, contrast, harmony, 
proximity, variety) 

Written Test - 
Principles of Design 

 2% 

2.1 - Explore the meanings of common 
terms used in typography (Capline, 
topline, midline, baseline, beardline, 
serif, san serif, ascender, descender, 
bowl, counter) 

Worksheet - Typography  2% 

2.2, 2.3 - Discuss use of the elements 
and principles of design in text 
creation, and the role of white space. 

Typography Design Exercise  
 
Logo Design Project  

 6% 

3 - Produce visual compositions using 
a variety of media (Elements and 
principles of design must be used and 
have an identifiable impact on intent of 
the message) 

Event Photography - Assign. 1 
 
Snapshot Poetry  
 
Drawn Into Photography  

 50% 

4 - Identify copyright restrictions and 
permissions 

*Formative  - 

5.1 - Present a selection of work to an 
audience (Be able to discuss work 
regarding: how the elements and 
principles of design help facilitate good 
composition in the work, the technical 
and creative aspects of the work like 
quality, uniqueness, areas of 

Presentation of Portfolio  10% 



 

 

concern/difficulty, meeting school and 
community standards) 

5.2 - Add the selected work to a 
portfolio (Begin a photography 
portfolio) 

Portfolio  10% 

6 - Participate in a critique or an 
assessment of compositions created 
by others (Identify elements and 
principles of design and their impact 
on the message) 

Peer Assessment  5% 

Demonstrate good health, safety, 
security, management and teamwork 
practices 

Safety & Management Checklist: 
Observations 1 & 2  

 2% 

9.1 - Complete a personal inventory 
(interests, values, beliefs, resources, 
prior learning and experiences) 

Photography & Media - Personal 
Inventory 1, Part A 

 2% 

9.2 - Create a connection between a 
personal inventory and occupational 
choices 

Photography & Media - Personal 
Inventory 1, Part B 

 1% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Elements and Principles of Design Lesson Plan 

Duration: 3 classes 

Specific Curricular Outcomes: COM1005 - 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6 

Cross-Curricular Implications: ELA, Art, Electronic Layout and Publishing, Photography 

Resources/Materials: -Internet access, Smart board, ‘Elements and Principles of 
Design Test’. 
 
-Additional Resources: 
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/from-theory-to-practice/formal-visual-analysis  
 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/formal_analysis.html  
 
https://photography.tutsplus.com/tutorials/6-elements-of-design-for-striking-photographs--photo-2574  

Teaching Strategies: 1. Teacher-led class discussion, supported with visuals 
(PowerPoint, Google Slides etc.) about the elements and 
principles of design, introducing students to some of the 
jargon they will encounter in the field. 
 
2. Analyze various photographs and artistic works as a 
class, discussing how the elements and principles of 
design impact the work.  Students record notes on this, 
and compare. 
 
3. Create a study sheet, as a class. 
 
4. Students complete ‘Elements and Principles of Design’ 
test. 

Assessment: Formative Assessment: 
- Class Discussion 
- Comparing notes on how the elements and principles of 
design impact various works. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
- ‘Elements and Principles of Design’ Test  

Differentiation: - Extra time on test if needed. 
- Concepts reviewed in class through visuals, discussion 
and text. 
- Create a study sheet as a class. 

 

 

 

 

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/from-theory-to-practice/formal-visual-analysis
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/building_lessons/formal_analysis.html
https://photography.tutsplus.com/tutorials/6-elements-of-design-for-striking-photographs--photo-2574


 

 

Elements and Principles of Design Test 
 

Name: ________________________     Date: __________________ 

 

I. Circle the term which corresponds to the definition provided. (     /3) 

 

1. The area around or between elements in a design. 

 

Line   Space   Texture  Composition 

 

2. Used to generate emotion, define important and create visual interest. 

 

Contrast  Font   Colour   Serif 

 

3. How small or large something is. 

 

Size            Margin            Pattern            Balance 

 

 

II. Complete the table. (     /3) 

Jargon Definition Example 

4. The arrangement of elements to 
give the viewer the feeling that all 
the parts of the piece form a 
coherent whole. 

 

Variety 5. 

 

Shape Any self-contained area with defined 
form or outline. 

6. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

III. Visual Analysis.  Explain how elements and principles of design influence the overall 

composition of the photograph (Refer to at least 2 elements and 2 principles).  (     /5 ) 



 

 

 
7.___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IV. Draw an example illustrating each of following principles of design: (     /4) 

8. Rhythm/Movement  
 
 
 

9. Contrast  
 
 
 

10. Pattern  
 
 
 

11. Balance  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

V. Define the following elements of design: (     /4) 

 

12. Shape: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Form: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Value: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Texture: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Analyzing Photography/Art 

ELEMENTS IMAGE 1 IMAGE 2 IMAGE 3 IMAGE 4 

LINE  
 
 

   

TEXTURE  
 
 

   

SHAPE/FORM  
 
 

   

SPACE  
 
 

   

VALUE  
 
 

   

COLOUR  
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Analyzing Photography/Art 

PRINCIPLES IMAGE 1 IMAGE 2 IMAGE 3 IMAGE 4 

EMPHASIS  
 
 
 

   

BALANCE  
 
 
 

   

PATTERN  
 
 
 

   

UNITY  
 
 
 

   

RHYTHM  
 
 
 

   

CONTRAST  
 
 
 

   

 



 

 

IMAGE 1 

 
IMAGE 2 

 
 

 



 

 

IMAGE 3 

 
IMAGE 4 

 



 

 

Typography Lesson Plan 

Duration: 6 classes 

Specific Curricular Outcomes: COM1005 - 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 

Cross-Curricular Implications: ELA, Art, Electronic Layout and Publishing, Photography 

Resources/Materials: -Internet, art supplies, paper, Adobe Photoshop 
 
- A Basic Introduction to Typography: 
https://www.northernhighlands.org/cms/lib/NJ01000179/Centricity/Doma
in/40/digitalartsdocs/intro-to-typography.pdf  

 
- Typography Handout - Definitions: http://www.csat-

k12.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3856&dataid
=4763&FileName=typography%20handout.pdf  

Teaching Strategies: 1. Review ‘A Basic Introduction to Typography’ as a class. 
 
2. Provide students with ‘Typography Handout - 
Definitions,’ which directs students to the following blog: 
http://freelancefolder.com/typography-essentials-a-getting-started-guide/  

Students will complete the handout in class, using 
definitions derived from the online blog post. 
 
3. Review ‘Typography Design Exercise’ and rubric with 
students.  Students will complete this assignment. 
 
4. Teacher led tutorial on Photoshop basics focused on 
creating/altering text, interacting with layers, combining 
image and text, merging layers, saving as .png etc. 
 
5. Students should examine multiple examples of company 
logos and the role typography plays in them. 
 
6. Students will complete the ‘Logo Design Project.’ 

Assessment: Formative Assessment: 
- Opportunities for observation and 1-on-1 coaching during 
‘Typography Design Exercise’ scaffolding activity. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
- Typography Handout - Definitions (14) 
- Typography Design Exercise (25) 
- Logo Design Project (25) 

Differentiation: - Choice of medium for ‘Typography Design Exercise.’ 
- Varied assessment. 

 

 

https://www.northernhighlands.org/cms/lib/NJ01000179/Centricity/Domain/40/digitalartsdocs/intro-to-typography.pdf
https://www.northernhighlands.org/cms/lib/NJ01000179/Centricity/Domain/40/digitalartsdocs/intro-to-typography.pdf
http://www.csat-k12.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3856&dataid=4763&FileName=typography%20handout.pdf
http://www.csat-k12.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3856&dataid=4763&FileName=typography%20handout.pdf
http://www.csat-k12.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=3856&dataid=4763&FileName=typography%20handout.pdf
http://freelancefolder.com/typography-essentials-a-getting-started-guide/


 

 

Typography Design Exercise 
Instructions 

 
 

1. Do a Google image search for “typography quotes” and review some examples of 

quotes turned into pieces of art through various arrangements and typography choices.  

Take note of typefaces, font choices, sizes, character spacing, line spacing etc. 

 

2. Sift through some recent Twitter posts until you find one humourous, captivating, 

interesting or mysterious post.  Record the author and contents of the tweet. 

 

3. Spend 40 minutes designing as many artistic renderings of that tweet as possible, using 

various typography choices (minimum of four designs).  Include the @username in the 

renderings in some way.  Designs may be created by hand or using technology.   

 

4. Complete ‘Notes’ page. 

 

5. Choose your favourite design and create a full page, ‘good copy’ of the design to be 

submitted for credit.   

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Typography Design Exercise 
Notes 

 

Tweet:  
 
 
 

Author: @ 

Typography Design #1 
(Discuss typography choices 
such as typefaces, font 
choices, sizes, character 
spacing, white space, cap 
lines, serif, sans serif etc.) 

 
 
 
 

Typography Design #2 
(Discuss typography choices 
such as typefaces, font 
choices, sizes, character 
spacing, white space, cap 
lines, serif, sans serif etc.) 

 
 
 
 

Typography Design #3 
(Discuss typography choices 
such as typefaces, font 
choices, sizes, character 
spacing, white space, cap 
lines, serif, sans serif etc.) 

 
 
 
 

Typography Design #4 
(Discuss typography choices 
such as typefaces, font 
choices, sizes, character 
spacing, white space, cap 
lines, serif, sans serif etc.) 

 
 
 
 

Favourite Design:  

Medium Used For Final 
Design: 

 

Self - Reflection: Challenges Faced: 
 
 
Successes: 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Typography Design Exercise 
Rubric 

 

 0-2 3 4 5 

Visual Impact Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft is 
incompletely 
addressed.  There is 
little to no effect on 
the viewer. 

Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft is 
addressed and may 
attract the viewer’s 
attention. 

Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft 
creates a cohesive 
work that has a 
lasting effect on the 
viewer. 

Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft 
creates a striking and 
memorable work that 
has power to wow the 
viewer. 

Composition 
and Design 

Artwork is 
incomplete. 

Artwork is 
developing, but lacks 
conscious planning 
and awareness of 
composition skills. 

Artwork shows 
awareness of 
elements and 
principles of design 
and typography, 
combining a couple 
elements, and uses 
space effectively. 

Artwork shows 
knowledge of 
elements and 
principles of design 
and typography, 
combining several 
elements, and uses 
space effectively. 

Technique Use of typography to 
effectively enhance a 
message is executed 
poorly and/or 
incomplete. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance a 
message is 
attempted, with some 
success. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance a 
message is 
completed, and 
demonstrates some 
understanding of the 
basic principles. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance a 
message is 
inventively completed 
and demonstrates 
clear understanding 
of the basic 
principles. 

Interpretation 
of Criteria 

Project shows little to 
no evidence of 
meeting criteria. 

Project shows 
adequate 
interpretation of the 
assignment, but it 
lacks a finished 
appearance. 

Project shows clear 
understanding of the 
assignment and 
appears finished. 

Project shows 
inventive 
interpretation of 
assignment and effort 
went beyond 
requirements. 

Voice The work 
unsuccessfully 
articulates ideas. 

The work attempts to 
articulate ideas. 

The work shows 
expressive 
articulation of ideas 
and stimulates 
thought. 

The work shows 
clarity and expressive 
articulation of ideas, 
stimulating new 
thought. 

 

Total: /25 

 

 



 

 

Logo Design Project 
 

There’s another side to art and photography, often left out of the 

discussion at school, and that is the time and effort one must invest into 

marketing and management, to increase their success in the field.  Though 

it is only one piece to the marketing strategy an artist/photographer might 

employ when deciding to go into business, designing a logo can provide 

powerful and instant brand recognition.  The goal is for clients to see your 

logo and know what to expect. 
 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

Using the knowledge you have gained in this course, design a business logo for one of the 

following: 

- Personal business you are considering (Art, Photography, Aesthetics, Landscaping etc.) 

- Kinuso Photography and Media 

- One of the educational departments in the school 

 

You may design the logo using technology or by hand, to be scanned to a digital file. 

 

The logo must combine typography and 1-2 images in a clean and flexible way.  Do not 

overcomplicate it, but ensure its uniqueness. 

 

Review the rubric before you begin, so you know what will be expected.  

 

     
Logo Design Project 



 

 

Rubric 
 

 0-2 3 4 5 

Visual Impact Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft is 
incompletely 
addressed.  There is 
little to no effect on 
the viewer. 

Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft is 
addressed and may 
attract the viewer’s 
attention. 

Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft 
creates a cohesive 
work that has a 
lasting effect on the 
viewer. 

Organization of 
typography elements, 
content and craft 
creates a striking and 
memorable work that 
has power to wow the 
viewer. 

Composition 
and Design 

Artwork is 
incomplete. 

Artwork is 
developing, but lacks 
conscious planning 
and awareness of 
composition skills. 

Artwork shows 
awareness of 
elements and 
principles of design 
and typography, 
combining a couple 
elements, and uses 
space effectively. 

Artwork shows 
knowledge of 
elements and 
principles of design 
and typography, 
combining several 
elements, and uses 
space effectively. 

Technique Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the logo is executed 
poorly and/or 
incomplete. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the logo is attempted, 
with some success. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the logo is 
completed, and 
demonstrates some 
understanding of the 
basic principles. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the logo is inventively 
completed and 
demonstrates clear 
understanding of the 
basic principles. 

Interpretation 
of Criteria 

Project shows little to 
no evidence of 
meeting criteria. 

Project shows 
adequate 
interpretation of the 
assignment, but it 
lacks a finished 
appearance. 

Project shows clear 
understanding of the 
assignment and 
appears finished. 

Project shows 
inventive 
interpretation of 
assignment and effort 
went beyond 
requirements. 

Voice The work 
unsuccessfully 
provides powerful 
and clear brand 
recognition. 

The work attempts to 
provide powerful and 
clear brand 
recognition. 

The work shows 
clean and expressive 
brand recognition, 
and stimulates 
thought. 

The work shows 
clean and powerful 
brand recognition, 
and, stimulates new 
thought. 

 

Total: /25 

 

 

 



 

 

Event Photography 

(Assignment #1) 
 

Duration: 2-3 Classes 

Specific Curricular Outcomes: COM 1005 - 3 

Cross-Curricular Implications: Photography, Art, Journalism 

Resources/Materials: DSLR Camera, SD Card, Additional Photography 
Equipment, Adobe Photoshop, Internet, ‘Expectations for 
Event Photography’ document, ‘Event Information Form’ 

Teaching Strategies: 1. Throughout the entirety of the photography program, 
students will be assigned various school events throughout 
the year, they will be expected to cover, using provided 
cameras, with a maximum of 1-3 students assigned to a 
single event.  These may be extra-curricular activities, 
special in-school projects or assemblies, sporting events, 
dances, social events, field trips and more. 
 
2. Teacher will review ‘Expectations for Event 
Photography.’ 
 
3. For assignment #1, students will be assigned a school 
event to cover, in which they will be expected to capture 
ten images that contain the “essence” of the event. 
 
4. Students will be expected to complete the ‘Event 
Information Form,’ to be submitted with their photographs. 

Assessment: Formative Assessment: 
- Class discussion during review of ‘Expectations for Event 
Photography’ 
- Observation during event 
 
Summative Assessment: 
- Submission of Photos 
- Completion of ‘Event Information Form’ 

Differentiation: - Scheduling 
- Various events to photograph 
- Ability to work independently, or with partners 

 

 

 



 

 

Expectations For Event Photography 
 

 
 

1. You must be respectful, kind and sociable with all guests and clients. 

 

2. Ensure using a flash is appropriate at the event you are 

photographing.  There is usually not a need to be bombarding 

speakers, performers etc. with it, where it will cause a distraction. 

 

3. Visit the event location prior to shooting the event, to get a sense of 

lighting, obstacles and opportunities for great shots, and to ensure 

you bring the proper equipment. 

  

4. Do not take photographs of people without their permission.   

 

5. When using photographs of students for school publications, ensure 

their Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) form 

has been turned into school authorities prior to publication, and 

allows use of their photograph. 

 

6. Communicate with event organizers about expectations, photo 

opportunities throughout the event, your own vision, and proper attire. 

 

7. Make a list of any “must-have” photos prior to the event, as decided 

by you and your client. 

 

 



 

 

  Event Information Form           

 

Event  Organization  

Date  Venue  

Time  Contact Person  

Address  Dresscode  

 

Equipment  
 
 
 
 

Special Requests  
 
 
 

‘Must-Have’ Photos 1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

Photo Destination 
(Circle) 

School Album                 Social Media           School Publication 
 
Host Organization          Contact Person       Portfolio 
 
News Publication            Photo Contest        Other:________________ 

FOIP Information  
 

Deadline  

          

 

 



 

 

Event Information Form           
 

Discuss your three best captures in the form below: 

 

Subject: (Names Left to Right)  
 

Camera Settings ISO:                     F-Stop:                    Aperture: 

Discuss the Elements and Principles of 
Design in Relation to the Photograph 
(Refer to at least 3 principles and 
elements) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted To  

Submission Date  

 

Subject: (Names Left to Right)  
 

Camera Settings ISO:                     F-Stop:                    Aperture: 

Discuss the Elements and Principles of 
Design in Relation to the Photograph 
(Refer to at least 3 principles and 
elements) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted To  

Submission Date  

 

Subject: (Names Left to Right)  
 

Camera Settings ISO:                     F-Stop:                    Aperture: 

Discuss the Elements and Principles of 
Design in Relation to the Photograph 
(Refer to at least 3 principles and 
elements) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted To  

Submission Date  



 

 

Snapshot Poetry 
 

Duration: 2-3 Classes 

Specific Curricular Outcomes: COM 1005 - 3 

Cross-Curricular Implications: English Language Arts, Photography, Art, Social Studies 

Resources/Materials: Photography Equipment, Adobe Photoshop, Internet, 
 
Poem: ‘Good Morning Revolution’ by Langston Hughes 
https://theworkersdreadnought.wordpress.com/2008/12/13/
good-morning-revolution-langston-hughes-1932/  
 
Snapshot Poem Examples 

Teaching Strategies: 1. Hook: Teacher discusses with students whether they 
ever read a poem or listened to a song before, and had a 
line that stood out and “spoke” to them.  Examples? 
 
2. Teacher introduces students to “Snapshot Poetry,” 
compiling and providing several examples. 
 
3. Students will complete their own snapshot poem by 
choosing a song or poem that speaks to them.  They will 
then isolate a single, powerful line and create a photograph 
that embodies the quotation, and also incorporates it into it. 

Assessment: Formative: 
- Class discussion and observation. 
 
Summative: 
- Snapshot Poem  

Differentiation: -Choice of subject matter and medium. 

 

 
 

 

https://theworkersdreadnought.wordpress.com/2008/12/13/good-morning-revolution-langston-hughes-1932/
https://theworkersdreadnought.wordpress.com/2008/12/13/good-morning-revolution-langston-hughes-1932/


 

 

Snapshot Poetry Assignment 

 

Has a song or poem ever spoke directly to you? 

 

Have you ever made an emotional connection to poetry or 

music (i.e. a song or poem that gave you ‘chills,’ made you 

cry or made you laugh)? 

 

Was there a specific line in that song or poem that really 

hit you? 

 

 
 

Assignment: 

 
1. Choose a song or poem that speaks to you. 

 

2. Select a single line in that song or poem that you believe to be the most powerful. 

 

3. Setup/Create a photograph that fully embodies the line you chose. 

 

4. Include the line you chose somewhere in your photograph as well. 

 

5. Submit the assignment as a .jpeg file to your teacher. 

 



 

 

Good Morning Revolution            Langston Hughes (1932) 

 

Good morning Revolution: 

You are the best friend 

I ever had. 

We gonna pal around together from now on. 

Say, listen, Revolution: 

You know the boss where I used to work, 

The guy that gimme the air to cut expenses, 

He wrote a long letter to the papers about you: 

Said you was a trouble maker, a alien-enemy, 

In other words a son-of-a-bitch. 

He called up the police 

And told’em to watch out for a guy 

Named Revolution 

You see, 

The boss knows you are my friend. 

He sees us hanging out together 

He knows we’re hungry and ragged, 

And ain’t got a damn thing in this world – 

And are gonna to do something about it. 

The boss got all his needs, certainly, 

Eats swell, 

Owns a lotta houses, 

Goes vacationin’, 

Breaks strikes, 

Runs politics, bribes police 

Pays off congress 

And struts all over earth – 

But me, I ain’t never had enough to eat. 

Me, I ain’t never been warm in winter. 

Me, I ain’t never known security – 

All my life, been livin’ hand to mouth 

Hand to mouth. 

Listen, Revolution, 



 

 

We’re buddies, see – 

Together, 

We can take everything: 

Factories, arsenals, houses, ships, 

Railroads, forests, fields, orchards, 

Bus lines, telegraphs, radios, 

(Jesus! Raise hell with radios!) 

Steel mills, coal mines, oil wells, gas, 

All the tools of production. 

(Great day in the morning!) 

Everything – 

And turn’em over to the people who work. 

Rule and run’em for us people who work. 

Boy! Them radios! 

Broadcasting that very first morning to USSR: 

Another member of the International Soviet’s done come 

Greetings to the Socialist Soviet Republics 

Hey you  rising workers everywhere greetings – 

And we’ll sign it: Germany 

Sign it: China 

Sign it: Africa 

Sign it: Italy 

Sign it: America 

Sign it with my one name: Worker 

On that day when no one will be hungry, cold oppressed, 

Anywhere in the world again. 

That’s our job! 

I been starvin’ too long 

Ain’t you?  

Let’s go, Revolution! 



 

 

 



 

 

Snapshot Poetry 
Rubric 

 

 0-2 3 4 5 

Visual Impact There is little to no 
effect on the viewer. 
 

Photograph may 
attract the viewer’s 
attention. 

Photograph has a 
lasting effect on the 
viewer. 

Photograph is a 
memorable work that 
has power to wow the 
viewer. 

Composition 
and Design 

Photograph is of poor 
quality and does not 
enhance the 
message of the work. 

Artwork is 
developing, but lacks 
conscious planning 
and awareness of 
effective composition 
techniques. 

Artwork shows 
awareness of 
effective composition 
techniques and 
considers the 
elements and 
principles of design. 

Artwork shows strong 
knowledge of 
effective composition 
skills, and masters 
elements and 
principles of design 
and typography. 

Technique Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the Snapshot Poem 
is executed poorly 
and/or incomplete. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the Snapshot Poem 
is attempted, with 
some success. 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the Snapshot Poem 
is completed, and 
demonstrates some 
understanding of the 
basic principles. 
 

Use of typography to 
effectively enhance 
the Snapshot Poem 
is inventive, and 
demonstrates clear 
understanding of the 
basic principles. 
 

Interpretation 
of Criteria 

Project shows little to 
no evidence of 
meeting criteria. 

Project shows 
adequate 
interpretation of the 
assignment, but it 
lacks a finished 
appearance. 

Project shows clear 
understanding of the 
assignment and 
appears finished. 

Project shows 
inventive 
interpretation of 
assignment and effort 
went beyond 
requirements. 

Voice There is no clear 
connection between 
the selected 
quotation and 
photograph. 

The work attempts to 
make a connection 
between the selected 
quotation and 
photograph. 

The work makes a 
clear connection 
between the selected 
quotation and 
photograph. 

The work creatively 
connects the 
photograph to the 
selected quotation, 
and stimulates new 
thought. 

 

Total: /25 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Drawn Into Photography 
 

Duration: 3-4 classes 

Specific Curricular Outcomes: COM 1005 - 3 

Cross-Curricular Implications: Art, Photography 

Resources/Materials: Art Supplies, Photography Equipment, Adobe Photoshop, 
Internet 
 
Sebastien Del Grosso (Artist) 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/sebastien-del-grosso/the-sketch-of-a-life_b_8787072.html  
 
http://www.awesomeinventions.com/sebastien-del-grosso-sketch-with-photography/  
 

Ben Heine (Artist) 
http://theendearingdesigner.com/photographic-pencil/#here  

Teaching Strategies: 1. Hook - Teacher introduces students to the work of ‘viral’ 
artists Sebastien Del Grosso and Ben Heine, who have 
both produced pieces that combine drawing and 
photography to produce creative images. 
 
2. Teacher begins a discussion with students that directs 
them to examine a couple of the artists’ images a little 
closer and brainstorm how they might have achieved their 
finished product. 
 
3. Students will creatively combined drawing and 
photography to produce their own ‘Drawn Into 
Photography’ image. 

Assessment: Formative: 
- Discussion/Brainstorming 
- Observations during process 
 
Summative: 
- ‘Drawn Into Photography’ art piece 

Differentiation: - Provided examples showing more than one approach to 
achieving artistic success. 
- Choice of subject matter 

 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/sebastien-del-grosso/the-sketch-of-a-life_b_8787072.html
http://www.awesomeinventions.com/sebastien-del-grosso-sketch-with-photography/
http://theendearingdesigner.com/photographic-pencil/#here


 

 

 
 

http://theendearingdesigner.com/photographic-pencil/#here  

 

 

http://theendearingdesigner.com/photographic-pencil/#here


 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Drawn Into Photography 
Rubric 

 

 0-2 3 4 5 

Visual Impact There is little to no 
effect on the viewer. 
 

Artwork may attract 
the viewer’s attention. 

Artwork has a lasting 
effect on the viewer. 

Artwork is a 
memorable and has 
power to wow the 
viewer. 

Composition 
and Design 

Photograph shows no 
consideration for the 
elements and 
principles of design, 
and the combination 
of drawing and 
photography is not 
cohesive. 

Photograph shows 
developing 
understanding of the 
elements and 
principles of design, 
combining drawing 
and photography 
somewhat 
cohesively. 

Photograph shows 
awareness of the 
elements and 
principles of design, 
and combines 
drawing and 
photography in a 
cohesive and 
attractive way. 

Photograph shows 
strong knowledge of 
elements and 
principles of design, 
and combines 
drawing and 
photography 
creatively to produce 
a masterful and 
cohesive piece. 

Technique Technique is not well 
thought out and is 
executed poorly 
and/or incomplete. 

Technique 
demonstrates some 
planning, and meets 
minimum standards. 

Technique 
demonstrates 
effective planning, 
and is executed 
successfully, creating 
a memorable piece. 
 

Technique 
demonstrates 
excellent planning, 
and is executed 
successfully, 
exceeding 
expectations. 

Interpretation 
of Criteria 

Project shows little to 
no evidence of 
meeting criteria. 

Project shows 
adequate 
interpretation of the 
assignment, but it 
lacks a finished 
appearance. 

Project shows clear 
understanding of the 
assignment and 
appears finished. 

Project shows 
inventive 
interpretation of 
assignment and effort 
went beyond 
requirements. 

Voice The work 
unsuccessfully 
articulates ideas. 

The work attempts to 
articulate ideas. 

The work shows 
expressive 
articulation of ideas 
and stimulates 
thought. 

The work shows 
clarity and expressive 
articulation of ideas, 
stimulating new 
thought. 

 

Total: /25 

 

 

 



 

 

Portfolio 
 

Duration: 2-3 Classes 

Specific Curricular Outcomes: COM 1005 - 5.1, 5.2, 6 

Cross-Curricular Implications: ELA, Art, Photography, COM, CTS 

Resources/Materials: Office Supplies, Photo Printer, Internet, Adobe Photoshop 
 
The Dos and Don’ts of Building A Photography Portfolio 
http://www.shawacademy.com/blog/dos-and-donts-of-building-a-photography-portfolio/  

 

12 Rules for Creating An Effective Photography Portfolio 
http://www.complex.com/style/2013/06/how-to-make-a-photography-portfolio/quality-over-quantity  

Teaching Strategies: 1. Teacher introduces students to a few stunning online 
photography portfolios, created by professional 
photographers: 
 
50 Most influential Photographers of the Past 10 Years: 
http://www.complex.com/style/2013/06/the-most-influential-photographers/  
 

Professional Portfolios Created on Wix: 
https://www.wix.com/blog/2016/09/12-stunning-photography-websites/  
 

 
2. Teachers assigns students two readings: ‘The Dos and 
Don’ts of Building a Photography Portfolio,’ and ‘12 Rules 
for Creating An Effective Photography Portfolio.’  Have 
students record 2 tips they will remember, from each 
article, when building their photography portfolio. 
 
3. Students select a platform that works for them, and 
begin building a photography portfolio, selecting at least 
three works produced so far, to be included. 
 
3. Teacher ensures students review the rubric before 
submitting their portfolio for assessment. 

Assessment: Formative Assessment: 
- Class discussion 
- Rubric Review 
 
Summative Assessment: 
- Portfolio Started 

Differentiation: - Many options for a physical or digital portfolio of work. 

 

 

http://www.shawacademy.com/blog/dos-and-donts-of-building-a-photography-portfolio/
http://www.complex.com/style/2013/06/how-to-make-a-photography-portfolio/quality-over-quantity
http://www.complex.com/style/2013/06/the-most-influential-photographers/
https://www.wix.com/blog/2016/09/12-stunning-photography-websites/


 

 

Portfolio 
 

 When booking a photographer, many clients will be interested in seeing a portfolio of 

work, before making a final choice.  For this reason, it is important to begin to build this 

compilation of work.  The works you select for your portfolio need to be strategic and intentional.  

In the past, a photography portfolio would be in print form, which their is still an argument for the 

effectiveness of this type of portfolio.  However, today there are many digital options that may 

be more efficient in helping to secure business.  Websites like ‘Wordpress,’ ‘Wix,’ ‘Adobe 

Portfolio,’ and more make it easy for photographers to create attractive and professional online 

portfolios. 

 

 
 

Assigned Readings: 

The Dos and Don’ts of Building A Photography Portfolio http://www.shawacademy.com/blog/dos-

and-donts-of-building-a-photography-portfolio/  

 

12 Rules for Creating An Effective Photography Portfolio 

http://www.complex.com/style/2013/06/how-to-make-a-photography-portfolio/quality-over-quantity  

 

Create Your Own Photography Portfolio: 

1. Gather selected works produced in this course or on your own time, which you feel are 

‘portfolio-worthy.’ 

2. Choose a platform to present your photography portfolio on. 

3. Begin a clean and visually appealing photography portfolio to showcase your selected 

works, and enable communication with your chosen audience and collaborators. 

4. Complete the information form below. 

 

Platform Selected  

Link  

Date Created  

Audience  
 

 

 

http://www.shawacademy.com/blog/dos-and-donts-of-building-a-photography-portfolio/
http://www.shawacademy.com/blog/dos-and-donts-of-building-a-photography-portfolio/
http://www.complex.com/style/2013/06/how-to-make-a-photography-portfolio/quality-over-quantity


 

 

Portfolio 
Rubric 

 

 0-2 3 4 5 

Visual Impact Portfolio does not 
effectively present 
work. 
 

Portfolio is adequate, 
but could be cleaned 
up a bit to be more 
visually appealing. 

Portfolio is clean, 
simple and visually 
appealing. 

Portfolio is clean, 
simple and visually 
appealing, leaving a 
lasting impression. 

Purpose Purpose of the 
portfolio is non-
existent and selected 
works do not 
enhance the product. 

Purpose of the 
portfolio is confused, 
but presentation is 
adequate. 

Purpose of the 
portfolio is evident 
and successfully 
achieved. 

Purpose of the 
portfolio is obvious 
and exceeds 
expectations. 

Marketability Portfolio is 
incomplete, and does 
not enhance your 
image as an artist or 
photographer. 

Portfolio provides 
general ideas about 
your abilities, but 
lacks focus and 
professional 
presence. 

Portfolio showcases 
your abilities, focuses 
on areas of specialty 
and appears 
professional. 
 

Portfolio showcases 
your abilities, focuses 
on areas of specialty, 
is unique, but sets 
the standard for 
professional 
presence. 

Content Selected images 
demonstrate a 
confused 
understanding of the 
elements and 
principles of design, 
and proper 
composition 
techniques. 

Selected images 
demonstrate a 
general 
understanding of the 
elements and 
principles of design, 
and proper 
composition 
techniques. 

Selected images 
demonstrate a 
proficient 
understanding of the 
elements and 
principles of design, 
and proper 
composition 
techniques. 

Selected images 
demonstrate a 
masterful 
understanding of the 
elements and 
principles of design, 
and proper 
composition 
techniques. 

 

Total: /20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA 

Personal Inventory I 
Part A 

 
1. Why did you sign up for the school’s media and photography program? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. At our school, we would like our photography students to become an important part of 

the school culture, getting involved in all kinds of events, school activities, field trips etc.  

Do you have any ideas of how you, as a photography student, can contribute to the 

school community? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Do you have any ideas of how the photography and media program might be able to 

organize itself to generate funds that can go back into the school and program, in the 

future? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Rate your abilities using a DSLR camera from one to ten, with one being very limited 

and ten being excellent. 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

 

5. What resources do you have available to you to help you become a successful 

photographer? 

 

School: _________________  _________________  _________________ 

Home:  _________________  _________________  _________________ 

Community: _________________  _________________  _________________ 

 



 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY & MEDIA 

Personal Inventory I 
Part B 

 
1. What values and habits do you think are important, in order to become a successful 

photographer? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. Do you have any experience with photography?  Describe. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. When you think about careers in photography, what 

opportunities come to mind in which a photographer 

could earn an income? 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Circle branches of photography you’re interested in? 

 

Sports  Events  Fashion Baby Portraits  Family Portraits 

 

Wildlife  Landscape Stock  Wedding  Medical 

 

Product Real Estate Grad  Photojournalism Other:__________________ 

 

 

5. What skills do you have that you feel will increase your ability as a photographer? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

PEER ASSESSMENT 
I. Rate the Photograph:  

Limited               Proficient 

Visual Impact   1  2  3  4  5 
Photograph leaves a lasting  

impression on the viewer. 

 

 

Composition & Design 1  2  3  4  5 
Photograph effectively 

employs elements and  

principles of design. 

 

Technique   1  2  3  4  5 
Photograph demonstrates 

effective planning and 

execution. 

 

Creativity   1  2  3  4  5 
Photograph provides a new 

perspective and/or stimulates  

new thought. 

 

II. Provide Constructive Feedback: 

 

Elements of Photography What Works What Needs Work 

Light  
 
 

 

Focus  
 
 

 

Space  
 
 

 

Shape/Form  
 
 

 

Value 
 
 

  

 


