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Introduction 
 

This document was created by the 2018-2019 teaching staff of Roland Michener Secondary School and 
Lakeside Outreach School, located in Slave Lake, Alberta.  It was created as a professional development project by 
small, Interdisciplinary groups of teachers within the school, operating under the philosophy that literacy “is a 
shared responsibility among all educators.” 

The goal of this project was to create mini lessons that could be facilitated within 10-15 minutes, 
targeting key comprehension strategies across curriculums.  Mastery of the 12 comprehension strategies referred to 
in this collaborative document, when listening, reading and viewing media, enables deeper understanding and 
allows students to achieve greater success in school. 
 

Literacy: Comprehension Strategies 
1. Set A Purpose P. 2 - 4 
2. Ask Questions P. 5 - 6 
3. Predict P. 7 - 9 
4. Determine Importance P. 10 - 12 
5. Summarize P. 13 - 18 
6. Make Notes P. 21 - 25 
7. Infer P. 26 - 29 
8. Visualize P. 30 - 33 
9. Make Connections P. 34 - 37 
10. Synthesize P. 38 - 44 
11. Evaluate P. 45 - 48 
12. Monitor / Reflect On P. 49 - 51 

Comprehension 
 
 
 

 
 

2018.  Roland Michener Secondary School. High Prairie School Division No. 48.  Edited by Christopher Gardner (Learning Support Teacher) 

 

https://education.alberta.ca/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/everyone/what-is-literacy/
https://education.alberta.ca/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/everyone/what-is-literacy/
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Set A Purpose 
 
“The practice of reading for a purpose is a powerful one.  It motivates children who might otherwise overlook the 
value of reading the text.  It also provides a gentle push for readers who read too quickly over material and who 
might otherwise skip over key messages in the story.” 
 
“There is simply no incentive for reading to a page number, because the purposes for reading the text become 
unclear.  Those children who lack intrinsic motivation for reading will do whatever they can to get out of the 
task, especially if it is difficult and frustrating.  This, therefore, is the dilemma for many falling readers.” 

- Connie R. Hebert 
 
 
“Establishing a clear purpose for learning content serves as a priming mechanism for new learning and results 
in increased student understanding of the content.” 

- Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey 
 
 
“One way to set a purpose for reading is through questioning. Create a series of questions that shape students’ 
reading so that, as students read they “see” the text through different lenses, and peel away layers to reveal deeper 
meaning each time they read.” 

- Samantha Cleaver 

 

https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/catch-a-falling-reader/book231529
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/catch-a-falling-reader/book231529
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/catch-a-falling-reader/book231529
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/catch-a-falling-reader/book231529
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/catch-a-falling-reader/book231529
https://us.corwin.com/en-us/nam/catch-a-falling-reader/book231529
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/112007/chapters/Establishing-Purpose-for-Yourself-and-Your-Students.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/112007/chapters/Establishing-Purpose-for-Yourself-and-Your-Students.aspx
https://www.weareteachers.com/questions-that-set-a-purpose-for-reading/
https://www.weareteachers.com/questions-that-set-a-purpose-for-reading/
https://www.weareteachers.com/questions-that-set-a-purpose-for-reading/
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Set A Purpose 

TITLE:  Career Choices 

SUBJECT:  Job Preparation (CTR1010) 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Internet, Career Planner: ( https://myblueprint.ca  ), ‘Steps For Writing A Paragraph’ Learn Alberta  
(  http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/pdf/or_cf_ela_writ_b_02_steppar.pdf ) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will identify personal reasons for exploring particular career choices and learn more about these careers keeping in mind 
the purpose-setting question; ‘Why would this be a good career for me?’ 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Job Preparation (CTR1010) - G.O. - identify and develop knowledge, skills and attitudes appropriate for conducting 
successful employment searches  ELA 10-2 - G.o. 4 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to create 
oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity and artistry of communication  

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Job Preparation (CTR1010) - S.O.  identify personal reasons for exploring career options ELA 10-2 - S.O. 4.1.3, 4.2.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Log/Sign Up students to ‘My Blueprint.’  

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students complete a survey on personality and best career matches. 
2. Students will review Learn Alberta’s ‘Steps For Writing A Paragraph,’ then choose 2 careers derived 
from their ‘My Blueprint’ survey and write a brief paragraph (3-4 sentences) for each on why that 
career would be a good match for them. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Student satisfaction with survey results, Completed paragraphs on possible careers. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Speech-to-text/text-to-speech software available, Teacher reads survey questions aloud. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“It has been established in the literature of the subject that the purpose of reading governs rate and depth of comprehension.” - EA Betts 
 
 
 

 

https://myblueprint.ca/
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/kes/pdf/or_cf_ela_writ_b_02_steppar.pdf
https://myblueprint.ca/
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Set a purpose 

TITLE:  Theatre Through The Ages 

SUBJECT:  Drama 20 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  ‘ Theater Through The Ages: Primitive Man To Present Day ‘ teacher resource (Article ‘The Renaissance’ and 
‘Questions for Consideration’) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will use ‘Questions For Consideration’ to set purpose before and during reading an informational text on renaissance 
theatre and its contributions to the arts. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Drama 20 - Theatre Studies - Theatre Studies is the exploration of selected elements of drama and theatre that foster an 
appreciation of theatre as a traditional art form. It reflects the history of man in society and nurtures a tolerant 
world view ELA 20-2 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, 
feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend literature 
and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Drama 20 - Theatre Studies - S.O. 1, 2  ELA 20-2 - S.O. 1.1.1, 2.1.2 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Teacher describes the conditions and attitudes of Renaissance theatre versus modern day theatre. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students are provided with a copy of ‘Questions For Consideration: The Renaissance’ from ‘Theater 
Through The Ages ,’ and this lesson’s ‘Learning Objective,’ to set a purpose for the upcoming reading. 
2. Teacher and students read aloud article ‘The Renaissance’ from ‘Theater Through The Ages.’  During 
read aloud, the teacher stops at the end of each paragraph to clarify meaning and vocabulary. 
3. Students may complete ‘Questions For Consideration’ during and after reading, to be handed in. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Participation in read aloud and discussion, completed ‘Questions For Consideration.’ 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Guided Reading, Peer support (Class Discussions). 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“It has been established in the literature of the subject that the purpose of reading governs rate and depth of comprehension.” - EA Betts 

 

https://www.wiesereducational.com/products/theater-through-the-ages-by-mark-twain-media-9781580379779.htm
https://www.wiesereducational.com/products/theater-through-the-ages-by-mark-twain-media-9781580379779.htm
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Ask Questions 
 
“Effective readers generate questions before, during, and after reading.  This ongoing dialogue with the page 
prepares students for the material they are about to read.  It prompts them to start gathering information while 
they are reading, and it deepens their understanding of what they have read.” 

- OCA Teacher’s Guide 
 
“With the kids gathered in front of me, notebooks in hand, I explain how good readers ask questions when they 
read because it helps them understand what they're reading. Specifically, I might ask how many of them have 
questions when they read. I would then tell them that good readers have their own questions and that those 
questions are really the most important ones. When readers ask questions as they read, it keeps them thinking 
about the words and ideas in the book. It makes them want to read on. Asking questions helps them when they're 
confused, too.” 

- Stephanie Harvey 
 

“Dolores Durkin's research in 1979 showed that most teachers asked students questions after they had read, as 
opposed to questioning to improve comprehension before or while they read. In the late 1990s, further research 
(Pressley, et al. 1998) revealed that despite the abundance of research supporting questioning before, during, and 
after reading to help comprehension, teachers still favored post-reading comprehension questions.” 

- Teacher Vision 

 

https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDbProgramId=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDbProgramId=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDbProgramId=53503
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/questioning-text/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/questioning-text/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/questioning-text/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/questioning-text/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/questioning-text/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/questioning-text/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
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Ask Questions 

TITLE:  Get In Shape 

SUBJECT:  Math 8 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Shape nets (cut up), tape, paper, white board(s) 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will use ‘questioning’ to deepen their understanding of shapes and space, while working with a manipulative. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 8 - Shape and space - Measurement - G.O. 1 - Use direct and indirect measurement to solve problems ELA 8 - G.O. 3 = 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 8 - S.O 2 ELA 8 - S.O. 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Game: Back to back rounds, first with words, and then competitive on white boards.  The teacher says 
a colour and shape, and students have to come up with as many ‘real’ objects as they can think of, 
which these qualities can be attributed to (i,e, Colour: Yellow, Shape: circle, Answer: Sun). 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. teacher provides students shape nets that have already been cut up. 
2. Students put the shape nets together to reveal 3D objects. 
3. Students answer the following questions by creating lists: 

a. What shapes could your net make? 
b. What ‘real’ objects contain these shapes? 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Student Lists, completed shape nets. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Students could work in small groups/pairs, # of ‘Puzzle Pieces’ to the shape net, Complexity of shape. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“The answers you get from literature depend on the questions you pose.” - Margaret Atwood 
 

Supplementary Resources: - Geometric Nets For 3D Shapes: https://mathgeekmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Geometric-Nets-Printable-Pack.pdf  
- Make 3D Shapes: https://www.greatmathsteachingideas.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Making-3D-Shapes.pdf  

 

https://mathgeekmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Geometric-Nets-Printable-Pack.pdf
https://www.greatmathsteachingideas.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Making-3D-Shapes.pdf
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Predict 
 

“Predicting is a student favorite.  Students love guessing what will happen next.  The trick to making good 
predictions is to go beyond wild guessing and make logical or more sophisticated predictions based on what is 
happening in the text and the reader’s prior knowledge.” 

- Lori Oczkus 
 
“Prediction helps readers to activate their prior knowledge about a topic, so they begin to combine what they know 
with the new material in the text. Predictions are based on clues in the text such as pictures, illustrations, subtitles 
and plot.” 

PDST (Professional Development Service For Teachers) 
 

“Making predictions activates students' prior knowledge about the text and helps them make connections between 
new information and what they already know. By making predictions about the text before, during, and after 
reading, students use what they already know—as well as what they suppose might happen—to make connections to 
the text.” 

-Teacher Vision 
 

 

http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/TOP%205%20Strategies%20for%20Comp%20Informational%20Text.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/TOP%205%20Strategies%20for%20Comp%20Informational%20Text.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/TOP%205%20Strategies%20for%20Comp%20Informational%20Text.pdf
http://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Guiding%20Comprehension%20-%20Teaching%20for%20Meaning.pdf
http://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Guiding%20Comprehension%20-%20Teaching%20for%20Meaning.pdf
http://www.pdst.ie/sites/default/files/Guiding%20Comprehension%20-%20Teaching%20for%20Meaning.pdf
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
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Predict 

TITLE:  Ingredients And Their Function 

SUBJECT:  Contemporary Baking (Fod 1020) 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Baking soda, Bowls, water, baking powder, samples biscuits made with and without baking powder 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

To identify the role of the leavening agents in baking. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Contemporary Baking (Fod 1020) - 2. Identify and describe factors involved in the preparation of baked products ELA 
10-2 - G.0. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and 
experiences. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Contemporary Baking (Fod 1020) - S.O. 2.1.5 ELA 10-2 - S.O. 1.1.1, 1.2.1  

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Students sample biscuits made with and without baking powder. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Teacher has two clear bowls of water set up at the front of the classroom. 
2. Class Discussion: What happens when baking powder is added?  Baking soda?  Teacher marks down 
predictions on the board. 
3. Demonstrate and review predictions as a class. 
4. Teacher instructs students on role of baking soda and baking powder in baking. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Participation in class discussion. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Guiding questions available ahead of time. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“Predictions are the connecting links between prior knowledge and new information in the book.” - Gillet & Temple 
 

Supplementary Resources: - Classic Baking Powder Biscuits Recipe: https://www.williams-sonoma.com/recipe/classic-baking-powder-biscuits.html  
- ‘3 Types of Leavening Agents And How They Work:’ https://www.thespruceeats.com/main-types-of-leavening-agents-and-how-they-work-4125705  

 

 

https://www.williams-sonoma.com/recipe/classic-baking-powder-biscuits.html
https://www.thespruceeats.com/main-types-of-leavening-agents-and-how-they-work-4125705
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Predict 

TITLE:  Predict A Storyline 

SUBJECT:  Music (Band) 9 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  ‘Lavender’s Blue’ full band score ( https://www.barnhouse.com/product/024-4614-00/ ), highlighters 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will understand that dynamics, articulation and phrasing communicate the composer’s intention. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Music 9 (Instrumental) - The sense of meaning in music can be developed by the student as: Listener, evaluator, 
consumer, historian; Performer ELA 9 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore 
thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, 
speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Music 9 (Instrumental) - Listening, Creating ELA 9 - S.O. 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.2, 3.3 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Display a picture of an Academy Award or the Movie Poster for Cinderella (2015), and describe 
‘Lavender Blue’s’ connections to popular culture. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students are divided into groups of 2 & 3 students. 
2. Each group will have copies of ‘Lavender’s Blue’   specific to an instrument.  
3. Students use three different colour highlighters to highlight: dynamics, articulation & phrasing. 
4. Using the information highlighted, groups will predict what the song is telling them. 
5. Students will hand in two sentences, containing the answer to the following questions: 
i. How should the song be played?  ii. How do you know? 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Completed sentences, Observations during group work 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Text-to-speech available, Each instrument has different purposes 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“Predictions are the connecting links between prior knowledge and new information in the book.” - Gillet & Temple 

 

https://www.barnhouse.com/product/024-4614-00/
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Determine Importance 
 
“Find the main idea(s) in text by distinguishing between the most important and least important information.” 
 
“The reader constructs meaning, deciding on what is most important based on prior knowledge and experience.” 

- Think Literacy 
 
“One of our first tasks is to teach children what a detail is and the difference between a detail and a big idea. 
Visual examples are helpful. Children can identify a picture of an elephant or another familiar topic, and then pick 
out the details – the eyes, the trunk, the legs, etc. They can also create their own drawings with details that add up 
to a big idea. We then transfer this concept to text.” 

- Clemson University Reading Recovery Training Center 
 

“Skilled readers use clues to decide which ideas are most essential or valuable in building understanding of the 
text.  It is important to be able to distinguish between your own ideas of what is most important and what the 
author stresses in the book.” 

- Project SEM-R (Renzuli Centre For Creativity, Gifted Education, And Talent Development) 
 
 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/introduction-to-determining-importance/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/introduction-to-determining-importance/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/introduction-to-determining-importance/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/introduction-to-determining-importance/
https://gifted.uconn.edu/semr-resources/
https://gifted.uconn.edu/semr-resources/
https://gifted.uconn.edu/semr-resources/
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Determine Importance 

TITLE:  T-Chart Math Application 

SUBJECT:  Math 7 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Paper, Pencils, Math Word Problem(s) with real life connections 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will distinguish between the most and least important information contained in a word problem, using a T-chart. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 7 - Various Outcomes ELA 7 - G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas 
and information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 7 - Various Outcomes ELA 7 - S.O. 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:   

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Each student is provided with a math word problem relevant to their everyday life. 
2. Independently, students will view the word problem and use a t-chart to organize the text into 
‘Important Information’ and ‘Trivial Information.’ 
3. Students then compare T-Charts with a partner and attempt to solve each others’ word problem 
using the ‘important information’ section only of the t-charts. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  T-chart comparisons, Can problems be solved using the important information identified only? 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Complexity of word problems, Google Read & Write available, Strategic pairings 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“A major goal is simply for children to realize that informational text includes both big ideas and smaller details.” - Reading Recovery & Early Lit.Training Center 
 
Supplementary Resources: - 7th Grade Word Problem Videos: https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-seventh-grade-math  

- Grade 6 PAT Questions (Math):  
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/9ddfe19b-bbcf-40a7-916d-86e80da9dcec/resource/ee49c255-89f2-41ec-a112-764f5c89e6f2/download/released-2010-achievement-test-math6.pdf  

 

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math/cc-seventh-grade-math
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/9ddfe19b-bbcf-40a7-916d-86e80da9dcec/resource/ee49c255-89f2-41ec-a112-764f5c89e6f2/download/released-2010-achievement-test-math6.pdf
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Summarize 
 

“My best advice is to make it fun.  Try asking students frequently to summarize little chunks of text for practice 
rather than always making a summary for an entire story or chapter.  Allow students to sketch drawing and create 
dramatizations as summaries too.” 

- Lori Oczkus 
 
“When evaluating students’ responses, look for main ideas and supporting details that are clearly stated and 
organized in a logical format.” 

- OCA Teacher’s Guide 
 
“Summarizing is more than retelling; it involves analyzing information, distinguishing important from 
unimportant elements and translating large chunks of information into a few short cohesive sentences.” 

- Teacher Vision 
 
 

“Summarizing is relating the most important points in a text (or a portion of a text) in our own words. In 
fiction we consider the basic story elements – main characters, setting, plot and sometimes theme in a summary. 
In nonfiction we pull together the most important information about a topic in a coherent way.” 

- Clemson University Reading Recovery Training Center 
 

http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/summarize-and-synthesize/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/summarize-and-synthesize/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/summarize-and-synthesize/
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Summarize 

TITLE:  Life on Another planet? 

SUBJECT:  Science 9 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  -Chromebooks, Internet, Google Read & Write, Summarizing a News Article Template, News Article to summarize  
( https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/nasa-kepler-telescope-planet-hunting-1.4885038 ) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will learn to summarize a news article with the help of a graphic organizer and assistive technology. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 9 - E - Space Exploration - Focusing Questions - How have humans attained a presence in space? What technologies 
have been developed and on what scientific ideas are they based? How has the development of these technologies 
contributed to the exploration, use and understanding of space and to benefits on Earth? ELA 9 - G.O. 2 - Students will 
listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and 
other media texts.; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 9 - S.O. E1, E3 ELA 9 - S.O 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Class discussion:  Do you think there is life on other planets? Why or why not?  Do we have space 
programs searching for life on other planets?  Why might this be important to scientists? 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students access “Kepler telescope declared dead after finding thousands of worlds” (see url above). 

2. Students open Google Read & Write drop down and select the “Simplify” icon.   
3. Using simplified version, students summarize main points of the article in template provided. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  summary templates, class discussion, thumbs up/down for understanding at end of lesson. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  text-to-speech and speech-to-text available, adjust simplification level on simplify app for lower 
reading levels,  decrease the # of key points needed, and the amount of support expected, student can 
watch video version of the news article instead, a partner could read to them or take turns. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS:  

“We found that using summarizing strategies, on average, increased students’ understanding of content by 19 percentile points.” - Haystead & Marzano 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/nasa-kepler-telescope-planet-hunting-1.4885038
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Summarizing A News Article Template 
Article Title:    

author:   

Source:   

Reliability of 
source: 

 

 

Five W’s & an H 

WHO is involved:   

What happened:   

When did it happen:   
 

Where did it happen:   
 

Why did it happen:   
 

What is the main idea? (Why did someone write this article? Why is this important?) 

 
 
 

List three key ideas found in the article (related to the main idea) 

Key Idea  Support for the key idea & how it relates to the main idea of the article 
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Write a Summary Paragraph (5-7 sentences) 
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Summarize 

TITLE:  Numbered Treaties & The Role of the ‘Indian Agent’ 

SUBJECT:  Social Studies 9 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  - Empowering The Spirit: Treaties 6, 7, 8 ( http://empoweringthespirit.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Alberta-Treaties-678-1.pdf ) 
- ATA Land Acknowledgement Scripts 
( https://www.teachers.ab.ca/SiteCollectionDocuments/ATA/For-Members/Professional%20Development/Walking%20Together/PD-WT-24%20Land%20Acknowledgement.pdf ) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will be introduced to numbered treaties, the omission of oral promises from written treaties and the role of the ‘Indian 
Agent’ in governance of reserves, and be able to orally summarize a short informational text they read on the subject. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Social Studies 9 - G.O. 9.1 - Issues For Canadians: Governance And Rights ELA 9 - G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, 
write, view and represent to manage ideas and information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Social Studies 9 - S.O. 9.1.7, ELA 9 - S.O. 3.3, 3.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  A student reads relevant treaty land acknowledgement aloud to the class. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Pairs of students given ‘Empowering The Spirit:‘Numbered Treaties ’ ‘The Role Of The Indian Agent.’ 
2. Each student will assume responsibility over one section, to be read aloud to their partner. 
3. After a student reads their section to a partner, they cover the text and recall aloud two 
important points they remember from what they read.  Their partner records these on a piece of paper. 
4. The next student goes, and their two recalled important points are recorded on the same paper. 
5. After both students finish their reading and summary, they will take a moment to return to the 
text together, and see if they can pull one more point they missed, out of either section, which both 
consider to be very important.  They will record this fifth point on their collaborative document. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Collect student created collaborative document, Observations during read-aloud with a partner 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Strategic pairings, Text includes visuals, model process with alternate text, Reduce text if needed 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“We found that using summarizing strategies, on average, increased students’ understanding of content by 19 percentile points.” - Haystead & Marzano 

 

http://empoweringthespirit.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Alberta-Treaties-678-1.pdf
https://www.teachers.ab.ca/SiteCollectionDocuments/ATA/For-Members/Professional%20Development/Walking%20Together/PD-WT-24%20Land%20Acknowledgement.pdf
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SUmmarize 

TITLE:   The Mathematical Fate of Refugees 

SUBJECT:  Math 20-2 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Internet, ‘Google Read & Write,’ Pensioner’s Myth http://ccrweb.ca/en/pensioners-myth Global News 
Article on Dispelling Refugee Myth https://globalnews.ca/news/2349786/no-canada-doesnt-spend-more-on-refugees-than-pensioners/ 
Real World Math Article: ‘The Mathematical Equations That Could Decide the Fate of Refugees’ 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/formula-european-union-refugee-crisis/404503/   

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students use assistive technology to view a current events’ article, that could spark a ‘teachable moment,’ and highlight important 
points related to real-life, societal applications of proportional and statistical reasoning, which they will simplify and paraphrase. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 20-2 - Measurement - spatial sense/proportional reasoning, Statistics - statistical reasoning ELA 20-2 - G.O. 1 - 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O. 3 - 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information; G.O 5 - Students will 
listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to respect, support and collaborate with others. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 20-2 - Measurement - S.O. 1, Statistics - S.O. 2 ELA 10-2 - 1.1.1, 1.2.1, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 5.1.1, 5.1.2 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Teacher displays ‘Only In Canada’ meme claiming refugees receive more support than pensioners. 
Refer to Global News article dispelling myth, display revised graphic by ‘CCR.’ 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Teacher quickly reviews the highlight function on ‘Google Read & Write,’ and export button. 
2. Students view ‘ The Mathematical Equations That Could Decide the Fate of Refugees’ online, 
highlight 5 points they think are important with ‘Google Read & Write,’ and export them into a doc. 
4. Students rewrite these 5 points into 2-3(maximum) sentences, summarizing the article. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Completed summary, Observations during technology use, Initial class discussion. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Enrichment: Students attempt to apply the EU equation to Canada, or another nation. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS:  

“We found that using summarizing strategies, on average, increased students’ understanding of content by 19 percentile points.” - Haystead & Marzano 

 

http://ccrweb.ca/en/pensioners-myth
https://globalnews.ca/news/2349786/no-canada-doesnt-spend-more-on-refugees-than-pensioners/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2015/09/formula-european-union-refugee-crisis/404503/
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Quick Reference Guide For Students 
 

‘Read & Write for Google Chrome’ is a universal support available to ALL HPSD students.  
 
The extension contains useful tools for students of all academic abilities, supporting 
reading, writing, study and research strategies. 

 
QUICK FACTS: 
 

1. Students can access ‘Read & Write for Google Chrome’ from any 
device (laptop, computer, Chromebook, Macbook etc.). 
 

2. Students must be logged into their HPSD student account to access 
the extension. (lastname.firstname@hpsd.ca) 
 

3. Find the purple puzzle piece.   
 

4. Speech-to-text, and text-to-speech functions are available. 
 

5. Highlighters allow students to highlight important information online, 
and export highlighted text to a new document. 
 

6. Word prediction allows students to access a larger written 
vocabulary, and check spelling. 
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Quick Reference Guide For Students 
 

READ & WRITE FOR GOOGLE TOOLBAR: 

 

 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 

1. ‘Read & Write for Google Chrome’ works best in your Google Chrome web browser and Google 
Documents word processor. 
 

2. Online support site: https://support.texthelp.com/help/readwrite-for-google-chrome  

 

https://support.texthelp.com/help/readwrite-for-google-chrome
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Make Notes 
 
“Notes help readers monitor their understanding and help writers and speakers to organize information and 
clarify their thinking.” 

- Think Literacy 
 
“One of the many ways to demonstrate understanding of written material is to organize main ideas and 
supporting details in note form.” 

- OCA Teacher’s Guide 
 
“One tool I have found to work extremely well to enhance student reading is a simple note-making guide. This 
tool works well for students while they read informational text, literature or while they are engaged in digital 
media. While students are engaged with informational text, they can curate key vocabulary, assess the main ideas 
of the text and generate the supporting details of the text. A note-making guide serves as a Swiss Army knife or 
plyometric exercise (allows muscles to exert maximum force in the shortest amount of time possible) for building 
strong reading comprehension, inference and vocabulary acquisition skills.” 

- Randall G. Sampson 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/note-making-brain-exercise-to-enhance-reading-comprehension-skills-2/
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/note-making-brain-exercise-to-enhance-reading-comprehension-skills-2/
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/note-making-brain-exercise-to-enhance-reading-comprehension-skills-2/
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/note-making-brain-exercise-to-enhance-reading-comprehension-skills-2/
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/note-making-brain-exercise-to-enhance-reading-comprehension-skills-2/
https://knowledgeworks.org/resources/note-making-brain-exercise-to-enhance-reading-comprehension-skills-2/
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Make Notes 

TITLE:  Cornell Notetaking 

SUBJECT:  Social Studies 8 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Article: ‘What Caused Japan’s Policy Of Isolation?’   by Scott Thompson (https://www.theclassroom.com/caused-japans-policy-isolation-21624.html ),  
Notes templates ( http://templatelab.com/cornell-notes/#Cornell_Notes_Templates  ) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will conduct research, organize and interpret findings, and identify main ideas. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Social Studies 8 - G.O. 8.1 - From Isolation to Adaptation: Japan - Through an examination of Japan, students will 
demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the ways in which beliefs, values and knowledge shape worldviews 
and contribute to a society's isolation or adaptation. ELA 8 - G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and 
represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts; G.O. 3 - Students 
will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Social Studies 8 - S.O. 8.1.1 ELA 8 - S.O. 2.1, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Introduce students to the ‘Cornell Note-Taking Strategy’ that just might lead them to success. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students independently read article ‘What Caused Japan’s Policy Of Isolation?’ 
2. Teacher reads article again, while students have notes template in front of them (Link above). 
3. Students must identify the key ideas from the article in their notes. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Are the key ideas clearly identified and supported in students’ notes? 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Google Read & Write Available, Guided reading technique used by teacher 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“I would advise you to read with a pen in your hand and enter in a little book short hints of what you feel that is common or that may be useful.” -Benjamin Franklin 
 
Supplementary Resources: - Japan: From Isolation to Adaptation (Learn Alberta): http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssoc8/html/japanfromisolationtoadaptation_oci.html  

- Cornell Notes activity (reDesign): https://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/cornell-notes  

 
 

https://www.theclassroom.com/caused-japans-policy-isolation-21624.html
http://templatelab.com/cornell-notes/#Cornell_Notes_Templates
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssoc8/html/japanfromisolationtoadaptation_oci.html
https://www.redesignu.org/design-lab/learning-activities/cornell-notes
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Cornell Note-Taking Strategy 
 
1. Record: During the lecture, use the note-taking column to record the lecture using telegraphic sentences. 
 
2. Questions: As soon after class as possible, formulate questions based on the notes in the right-hand column. 
Writing questions helps to clarify meanings, reveal relationships, establish continuity, and strengthen memory. 
Also, the writing of questions sets up a perfect stage for exam-studying later. 
 
3. Recite: Cover the note-taking column with a sheet of paper. Then, looking at the questions or cue-words in the 
question and cue column only, say aloud, in your own words, the answers to the questions, facts, or ideas 
indicated by the cue-words. 
 
4. Reflect: Reflect on the material by asking yourself questions, for example: “What’s the significance of these facts? 
What principle are they based on? How can I apply them? How do they fit in with what I already know? What’s beyond 
them? 
 
5. Review: Spend at least ten minutes every week reviewing all your previous notes. If you do, you’ll retain a great 
deal for current use, as well as, for the exam. 
 
 

http://lsc.cornell.edu/notes.html  
 
 

 
 

 

http://lsc.cornell.edu/notes.html
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Make Notes 

TITLE:  Introduction To Wrestling: Focus On Falling 

SUBJECT:  Physical Education 7 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Gymnasium, mats, paper, pencils, Highlighters, Graphic Organizer 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will gain and acquire knowledge of beginning level wrestling. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Physical Education 7 - G.O. D - “Students will assume responsibility to lead an active way of life.” ELA 7 - G.O. 2 - Students 
will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print 
and other media texts; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and 
information; G.O. 4 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to create oral, print, visual and 
multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity and artistry of communication. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Physical Education 7 - S.O.  D7-3, D7-6, D7-7 ELA 7 - S.O. 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 4.1, 4.3 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Teacher and volunteer demonstrates safe and proper wrestling form in a short exhibition match. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Teacher instructs students on the basic rules of wrestling, and safety requirements, with a focus 
on falling properly. 
2. Students listen and record notes from the lecture. 
3. Students will highlight the key ideas about falling properly in their notes, and then using the 
knowledge recorded, will demonstrate this developing skill. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Quality of notes, Ability to demonstrate learning (Are their falls safe?). 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Provide a template or graphic organizer to make notes in, Point out key points during instruction 
students should highlight, Practice falling from knees first and then from standing. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“I would advise you to read with a pen in your hand and enter in a little book short hints of what you feel that is common or that may be useful.” -Benjamin Franklin 
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Main Ideas Organizer 
Today’s Topic: 

 
 

 

  

Main Idea #1:  Main Idea #2:  Main Idea #3: 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Detail:  Detail:  Detail:  Detail:  Detail:  Detail: 
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Infer 
 

“Inferring is often called ‘reading between the lines’ and is a strategy that the very best readers use constantly.” 
- Lori Oczkus 

 
“When evaluating students’ responses, focus on whether the inferences and interpretations are logically 
connected to evidence found in the text.” 

- OCA Teacher’s Guide 
 

“Readers who make inferences use the clues in the text along with their own experiences to help them figure out 
what is not directly said, making the text personal and memorable. Helping students make texts memorable will 
help them gain more personal pleasure from reading, read the text more critically, and remember and apply what 
they have read.” 

- Teacher Vision 
 

“Inferring is how we enter into those holes and spaces as we read. When we infer, we figure out what the author 
might have meant when information isn’t explicitly stated. In Strategies That Work, Steph Harvey and Anne 
Goudvis explain that we make inferences by combining our background knowledge with clues from the words on 
the page.” 

- Clemson University Reading Recovery Training Center 
 

http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://www.teachervision.com/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/infer-visualize/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/infer-visualize/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/infer-visualize/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/infer-visualize/
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Infer 

TITLE:  Planet Earth: Identify Evidence of Rock Cycle 

SUBJECT:  Science 7 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Images of people, KWL chart 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will use a KWL chart to explore and make inferences that assist in identifying evidence of rock cycle. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 7 - E - Planet Earth - “Identify evidence for the rock cycle, and use the rock cycle concept to interpret and explain 
the characteristics of particular rocks.” ELA 7 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts; G.o. 3 Students will listen, 
speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information;  

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 7 - E - Planet Earth - “describe characteristics of the three main classes of rocks - igneous, sedimentary and 
metamorphic - and describe evidence of their formation (e.g., describe evidence of igneous rock formation, based on the 
study of rocks found in and around volcanoes; describe the role of fossil evidence in interpreting sedimentary rock)” 
ELA 7 - S.O. 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Teacher has a number of rocks on display, and shares an example of a person being compared to rock. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students receive a KWL chart, and will fill in the ‘Know’ and ‘wonder’ sections, regarding their 
knowledge of rock cycles and characteristics of three main classes of rocks. 
2. Teacher displays image of a person in a ‘Flames’ jersey, and compares to an igneous rock. 
3. Teacher displays image of a person in rainbow clothes and compares to sedimentary rocks. 
4. Teacher displays image of someone young and old, and compares to metamorphic rocks. 
5. Students will complete the ‘Learn’ section of their KWL chart. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  KWL chart, Observations during comparison lecture/discussions. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Work with partner during lecture/discussion (Think-pair-share), Strategic pairings, Text-to-speech. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 
“Inferring is the bedrock of comprehension, not only in reading.” - Kylene Beers 
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Name: _________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 
 

KNOW 
What Do I Already Know? 

Wonder 
What Do I Want To Learn? 

Learn 
What Did I Learn? 
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Infer 

TITLE:  Making Inferences From A Job-Ad 

SUBJECT:  Workplace Safety Systems (HCS3000) 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Job-Ads, Internet, Video: ‘A Millenial Job Interview’  ( https://youtu.be/Uo0KjdDJr1c ) 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will make inferences about what an employer might want to hear from a successful candidate, based on their job-ad. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Workplace Safety Systems (HCS3000) - G.O. 4 - Demonstrate basic competencies ELA 20-1 - G.O 1 - Students will listen, 
speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, 
speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Workplace Safety Systems (HCS3000) - S.O.  4.1.1, 4.1.2, 4.1.4, 4.2.3 ELA 20-1 - S.O. 1.1, 1.2, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.1.3, 2.1.4, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 
3.2.3 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Show video ‘A Millenial Job Interview.’ 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students will choose a job-ad from a printed pool, or find one online. 
2. Students will use information contained in a job-ad, and prior knowledge about employment 
expectations, to complete a two column table, where on one side they list ‘requirements/assets ’ 
mentioned in the job-ad, and on the other they write ‘possible things to say’ about these. 

Requirements / Assets   Possible Things to say in interview or cover letter (Infer) 

Outgoing (example)   

Organized (example)   

 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Completion of table to organize inferences. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Use real ads from local area, Speech-to-text / text-to speech software available. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 
“Inferring is the bedrock of comprehension, not only in reading.” - Kylene Beers 

 

https://youtu.be/Uo0KjdDJr1c
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Visualize 
 

“Visualizing text is a crucial skill for students because if they can get the picture, often they’ve got the concept. 
When students don’t get those pictures in their heads, the teacher may need to think aloud and talk them through 
the ideas in the text, explaining the pictures that come to mind.  Visualization can help students focus, remember, 
and apply their learning in new and creative situations.  It is an invaluable skill in subjects such as Math, 
Science, and Design & Technology, where understanding spatial relationships can be a key to solving complex 
problems.” 

- Think Literacy 
 
"Proficient readers spontaneously and purposely create mental images while and after they read. The images 
emerge from all five senses as well as the emotions and are anchored in a reader's prior knowledge." 

- Ellin Oliver Keene & Susan Zimmerman 
 

“As we read, we create mental images of what is happening in the story as it unfolds, based on what we already 
know and understand about the world around us. We are tapping into prior knowledge, making connections, 
inferring information, and paying attention to details. Characters are created in our minds and our own 
unique version of the story begins to play out in our imaginations, just like a movie.” 

- Danielle Mahoney (Scholastic) 
 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/studentsuccess/thinkliteracy/files/reading.pdf
https://www.amazon.ca/Mosaic-Thought-Comprehension-Strategy-Instruction/dp/0325010358
https://www.amazon.ca/Mosaic-Thought-Comprehension-Strategy-Instruction/dp/0325010358
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/danielle-mahoney/visualize-teaching-readers-to-create-pictures-in-their-minds/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/danielle-mahoney/visualize-teaching-readers-to-create-pictures-in-their-minds/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/danielle-mahoney/visualize-teaching-readers-to-create-pictures-in-their-minds/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/blog-posts/danielle-mahoney/visualize-teaching-readers-to-create-pictures-in-their-minds/
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Visualize 

TITLE:  Filter Versus No-Filter 

SUBJECT:  Health & Life Skills 7 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Printed Song Lyrics (‘Beautiful’ - Christina Aguilera, ‘Try’ - Colbie Caillat, ‘18002738255’ - Logic), 
Highlighters, Speakers 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will discuss, visualize and analyze messages about body image appearing in music and media.. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Health & Life Skills 7 - G.O. - Wellness Choices - Students will make responsible and informed choices to maintain health 
and to promote safety for self and others. ELA 7 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, 
speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information; G.O. 5 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, 
view and represent to respect, support and collaborate with others. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Health & Life Skills 7 - S.O. - w-7.4 ELA 7 - S.O. = 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.2, 3.3, 5.1, 5.2 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Photographs are hanging around the room of varied body images.  Students view the ‘Dove’ body 
image commercial ( https://youtu.be/XpaOjMXyJGk ).  

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students will receive printed song lyrics to songs by Christina Aguilera, Colbie Caillat, and Logic. 
2. Students highlight key vocabulary and imagery.  Songs playing while students complete this step. 
3. Students will write one sentence for each song, explaining the goal of the song. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Create a word cloud using either the vocabulary and imagery students highlighted, or by having the 
whole group brainstorm positive body image vocabulary. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Independent or cooperative learning (small groups of 2-3 people), Can follow along with songplay. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“The images emerge from all five senses as well as the emotions and are anchored in a reader’s prior knowledge.” - Keene & Zimmerman 

 

https://youtu.be/XpaOjMXyJGk
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Visualize 

TITLE:  A Nation Together; A Nation Divided 

SUBJECT:  Social Studies 7 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Internet access, Paper, Art supplies (pencil crayons, glue, scissors, Markers), Pen, Pencils, Heritage 
Minutes Video ‘Louis Riel’ ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnr3gWgsdzQ ), Google Read and Write Access 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will read a passage related to citizenship, cultural identity and Canadian expansion, and use visualization techniques to 
show learning and deepen understanding. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Social Studies 7 - G.O 7.2 - Following Confederation: Canadian Expansions - Students will demonstrate an 
understanding and appreciation of how the political, demographic, economic and social changes that have occurred 
since Confederation have presented challenges and opportunities for individuals and communities ELA 7 - G.O. 1 - 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O 2 - 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, 
print and other media texts; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and 
information 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Social Studies 7 - S.O. 7.2.3 ELA 7 - S.O. 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Students view the Louis Riel ‘Heritage Minute’ ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnr3gWgsdzQ ). 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students find a text on Louis Riel, using Google Read & Write to highlight facts/vocabulary words. 
2. Students will export all of their ‘Google Read & Write’ highlights to a document to be printed. 
3. Students use their ‘important facts and vocabulary words’ document to create a visual about the 
passage they read (story timeline, cartoon, collage). 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Completed poster, Observations during reading, Facts highlighted using Google Read & Write. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Student choice (selected reading on Louis Riel), Poster can be completed on paper or Google Draw.  

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“The images emerge from all five senses as well as the emotions and are anchored in a reader’s prior knowledge.” - Keene & Zimmerman 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnr3gWgsdzQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnr3gWgsdzQ
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Visualize 

TITLE:  Visualizing Chopping Techniques 

SUBJECT:  Food Basics (FOD1010) 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Clay, Paper, Pencils 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will be able to take written descriptions of cutting techniques, and create visuals that convey understanding of the text. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Food Basics (FOD1010) - G.O. 4 - demonstrate knowledge and skills in the planning, preparing and evaluating of basic 
food recipes ELA 10-1 - G.O. 1 -Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, 
feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend literature 
and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively; G.O. 3 - 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Food Basics (FOD1010) - S.O. 4.2.5 ELA 10-1 - S.O. 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 2.1.1, 2.1.4, 2.3.3, 3.1.1, 3.2.3  

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Review vocabulary around cutting techniques (i.e. julienne peeler). 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Teacher provides the students with written descriptions of various cutting techniques. 
2. Students will visually represent the written descriptions by drawing, or modeling with clay, what 
is being described. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Teacher observations using a checklist, Completed product. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Text-to-speech available, Provide an exemplar 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“The images emerge from all five senses as well as the emotions and are anchored in a reader’s prior knowledge.” - Keene & Zimmerman 
 

Supplementary Resources: - Knife Skills (Different Types of Cuts): https://theculinarycook.com/knife-skills-different-types-of-cuts/  
- Illustrated Bites (Knife Skills Part 1): https://illustratedbites.wordpress.com/2012/02/15/culinary-arts/  

 

 

https://theculinarycook.com/knife-skills-different-types-of-cuts/
https://illustratedbites.wordpress.com/2012/02/15/culinary-arts/
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Make Connections 
 

“When evaluating students’ responses, consider the three main categories of connections: text to self (TS); text 
to text (TT); and text to world (TW).  Students most commonly make connections between the text and their own 
experiences.  They may also make connections between the current text and other things they have read or viewed. 
However, when students access background knowledge that looks beyond their own experiences and textual 
references, more complex and sophisticated connections occur, which result in deeper comprehension.” 

- OCA Teacher’s Guide 
 
All too often students make connections that are fairly simplistic, for example, I can connect with this character 
because he lives in a city, just like I do. While this is a legitimate text-to-self connection, students need to be 
encouraged to think deeper, beyond literal and superficial connections. They need to add details and make 
inferences when they make connections. 

- Marsha l. Roit 
 

“In their daily lives, learners constantly make connections across past and present experiences in order to 
construct their understandings of themselves and their world. In fact, learning can be defined as a process of 
making connections, of searching for patterns that connect so that we can make sense of our world (Harste, 
Woodward, & Burke, 1984).” 

- Kathy G. Short 
 

https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.districtadministration.com/sites/districtadministration/files/sites/districtadministration/files/resources/improving_reading_3.pdf
https://www.districtadministration.com/sites/districtadministration/files/sites/districtadministration/files/resources/improving_reading_3.pdf
https://www.districtadministration.com/sites/districtadministration/files/sites/districtadministration/files/resources/improving_reading_3.pdf
https://www.districtadministration.com/sites/districtadministration/files/sites/districtadministration/files/resources/improving_reading_3.pdf
https://www.coe.arizona.edu/sites/coe/files/making_connections.pdf
https://www.coe.arizona.edu/sites/coe/files/making_connections.pdf
https://www.coe.arizona.edu/sites/coe/files/making_connections.pdf
https://www.coe.arizona.edu/sites/coe/files/making_connections.pdf
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Make Connections 

TITLE:  Making Connections Between Media Images & Healthy Images 

SUBJECT:  Physical Education 8 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Internet  
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will use guiding questions to examine images in the media, and make connections/contrasts between those and images of 
healthy, physically active body types. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  P.E. 8 - G.O. B - Students will understand, experience and appreciate the health benefits that result from physical 
activity. ELA 8 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings 
and experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond 
personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  P.E. 8 - B8-4 ELA 8 - 1.1, 1.2, 2.2 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Images of varying celebrity body-types will be on display (i.e. Jack Black, Serena Williams). 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. In partners, students will discuss the images and their perception of the media’s version of an 
ideal body-type versus that of a healthy, active body-type. (How does the media influence body type? 
Does the media have a negative or positive affect on our perception of healthy, active body-type?) 
2. Pairs of students will come together to form small groups of four and compare conclusions. 
3. Class discussion: The whole class will come together to discuss the question; How does the media 
influence body-types, in relation to legitimate, physically active body-types? 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Teacher observations using a discussion rubric. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Small groups to large groups, Strategic groupings, THink-Pair-Share. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“Reading is a process very much determined by what the reader’s brain and emotions and beliefs bring to the reading” - Constance Weaver 
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             Think              Pair 

Question  Personal Experience  Peer Perspective  Conclusion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 
 
 

 
 
 

Share (Small Group, 2-3 pairs) 

Common Ideas  New Perspectives 
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Make Connections 

TITLE:  Background Knowledge & Word Problems 

SUBJECT:  Math 9 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  SmartBoard, Practice PAT questions (i.e. 2010, QUestion MC21) 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students can identify procedure needed to solve two-step word problems, using known vocabulary and prior knowledge. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 9 - Patterns and Relationships - G.O. - Use patterns to describe the world and to solve problems. ELA 9 - G.O. 2- 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, 
print and other media texts; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and 
information. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Math 9 - Patterns and Relationships - S.O. 5 ELA 9 - S.O. 2.1, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:   

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Teacher displays the following sentence, including the blanks: ‘When ________  is subtracted 
from the sum of ________ and ________, the result is ________.’ 
2. Teacher first fills in the blank with relatable concepts, simple numbers, and then moving into 
polynomials.  Each time, the students must rewrite the sentence into an equation format. 
3. After a few practice questions as a class, students complete and solve three problems, given in the 
same format, to be submitted.  At least one of the questions submitted should include polynomials. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Class discussion, Submitted work will confirm understanding of vocabulary (subtract, sum, result), 
Can students solve two-step question? 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Scaffolding difficulty of variables (Some students at simple number stage, some using polynomials, 
and others creating their own polynomials and solving). 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“Reading is a process very much determined by what the reader’s brain and emotions and beliefs bring to the reading” - Constance Weaver 

 

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/7e1d01e5-15ec-4edd-b257-736589cbb2cf/resource/2ef80173-1268-4664-b0a1-1490a8942c8f/download/released-2010-achievement-test-math9.pdf
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Synthesize 
 

“Synthesis is related to summarizing, but when students synthesize they go beyond just recalling the text and they 
create new meanings.  Students synthesize when they answer these questions: How has this text changed my 
thinking?  What new ideas do i have about the topic?” 

- Lori Oczkus 
 
“Synthesis is the process of ordering, recalling, retelling, and recreating into a coherent whole.” 

- Ellin Keene & Susan Zimmerman 
 

“Although a summary meets the criteria for learning at the comprehension level on Bloom’s taxonomy (Bloom et 
al. 1956), synthesizing is a higher-order thinking skill.  Synthesis is the process of learning from others’ ideas 
and transforming those ideas through analysis and interpretation to offer a new meaning.” 

- Judi Moreillon 
 

“Synthesis journals take multiple perspectives on a topic from various sources and attempt to synthesize them all. 
[The information can come] from a text, a video . . . classmates, and personal experiences . . . to develop an 
overall synthesis” 

- Karen Irene Burrell & Patricia J. McAlexander 

 

http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.amazon.ca/Mosaic-Thought-Comprehension-Strategy-Instruction/dp/0325010358
https://books.google.ca/books?id=VXnzdJxLp0YC&pg=PA132&lpg=PA132&dq=reading+comprehension+synthesize&source=bl&ots=E1haYwxwrC&sig=ODWZWTy27yhveaa5VmtUgl4PAlc&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjx_JyQxq_eAhXcJTQIHYaBD-A4FBDoATAGegQIBhAB#v=onepage&q=reading%20comprehension%20synthesize&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=VXnzdJxLp0YC&pg=PA132&lpg=PA132&dq=reading+comprehension+synthesize&source=bl&ots=E1haYwxwrC&sig=ODWZWTy27yhveaa5VmtUgl4PAlc&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjx_JyQxq_eAhXcJTQIHYaBD-A4FBDoATAGegQIBhAB#v=onepage&q=reading%20comprehension%20synthesize&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?id=VXnzdJxLp0YC&pg=PA132&lpg=PA132&dq=reading+comprehension+synthesize&source=bl&ots=E1haYwxwrC&sig=ODWZWTy27yhveaa5VmtUgl4PAlc&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjx_JyQxq_eAhXcJTQIHYaBD-A4FBDoATAGegQIBhAB#v=onepage&q=reading%20comprehension%20synthesize&f=false
https://www.jstor.org/stable/i40105135
https://www.jstor.org/stable/i40105135
https://www.jstor.org/stable/i40105135
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Synthesize 

TITLE:  Techniques of Art Criticism 

SUBJECT:  Art 10 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Smartboard with internet access 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Synthesize a given piece of artwork to explain life experiences. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Art 10 - Articulate & Evaluate G.O. - USE THE VOCABULARY AND TECHNIQUES OF ART CRITICISM TO ANALYZE THEIR OWN WORKS ELA 
10-1 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and 
experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend literature and other texts 
in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively; G.O. 3 - Students will 
listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Art 10 - Concepts - A ELA 10-1 - 1.1.1, 1.2.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.1.3, 2.2.1, 2.2.2, 2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.3.3, 3.2.1, 3.2.3 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Controversial art on display.  Class Discussion: What do you see? 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Selected artwork is on display at the front of class. 
2. In partners, students are provided with a brief biography of the artist, to read and discuss. 
3. Students will then return to the artwork and answer: What visual symbols can you see from the 
artist’s life experiences in their artwork? 
4. Students brainstorm list of symbols for personal life experiences they could use in future projects. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Observations with a discussion rubric. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Depth of selected artwork, oral brainstorming, Enrichment: Use personal symbols in an art piece. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“The answers you get from literature depend on the questions you pose.” - Margaret Atwood 
 

Supplementary Resources: - Why Norman Rockwell Matters: https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-norman-rockwell-matters 
- Rubric Tools & Templates (AAC): https://aac.ab.ca/materials/rubric-materials/  

 

https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-norman-rockwell-matters
https://aac.ab.ca/materials/rubric-materials/
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Synthesize 

TITLE:  Shop Safety: Dos and Don’ts 

SUBJECT:  Construction Tools & Materials (CON1010) 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Internet, Smart board 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will learn and demonstrate, through synthesis, knowledge of shop safety in relation to hand tools and materials. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Construction Tools & Materials (CON1010) - G.O. 2 - research common processes and methods of hazard identification, 
assessment and control specific to the pathway or series of courses, G.O. 3 - Identify and describe the safe use of basic 
hand tools ELA 10-2 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, 
feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 -Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend literature 
and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively; G.O. 3 - 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information; G.o 4 - Students will 
listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to create oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity 
and artistry of communication; G.O. 5 -Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to respect, support 
and collaborate with others. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Construction Tools & Materials (CON1010) - S.O. 2.3, 2.4, 3.1 ELA 10-2 - 1.1.1, 1.2.1, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.1.3, 2.1.4, 2.3.1, 2.3.3, 3.1.1, 
3.1.2, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1.1, 4.1.2, 4.1.3, 4.1.4, 5.2.1  

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Youtube: Funny Workplace Safety Videos ( MadTV Sketch - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDRL0R6PFPY ) 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Students view articles/videos on workplace safety, focusing on hand tools and materials.  
2. Students fill in T-chart during viewing; ‘Dos’ and ‘Don’ts’ of Work with hand tools & materials. 
3. Students will be placed into small groups, where they compare T-charts 
4. Groups will design a one-minute group role-play, safety demonstration. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Completion of T-charts, Group safety demonstration 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Strategic groupings, Work with a partner on T-charts 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“The process through which readers bring together their background knowledge and their evolving understanding of the book to create a complete and original understanding of the text.” - Debbie Miller 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDRL0R6PFPY
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Synthesize 

TITLE:  The Nuclear Debate 

SUBJECT:  Science 9 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Smart Board, Internet, Video: ‘Nuclear Energy Explained: How Does It Work?’   
( Kurzgesagt - In A Nutshell -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcOFV4y5z8c ) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will view and synthesize information they gather from a variety of sources to determine pros and cons of nuclear energy. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 9 - G.O. - Unit D - Electrical Principles and Technologies - Describe and discuss the societal and environmental 
implications of the use of electrical energy ELA 9 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 -Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
comprehend literature and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically 
and creatively; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information; 
G.O. 5 -Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to respect, support and collaborate with others. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 9 - S.O. - Unit D - identify and evaluate sources of electrical energy, describe the by-products of electrical 
generation and their impacts on the environment ELA 9 - S.O. - 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 5.1, 5.2 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Teacher shows ‘Nuclear Energy Explained’ video on Youtube by .Kurzgesagt - In A Nutshell.’ 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Question: Should they have built the proposed nuclear power plant near Peace River? 
2. Students divided into two groups, with one group supporting the plant and the other to oppose it. 
3. Groups should assign roles of recorder, speaker(s), facilitator, researcher(s). 
4. Groups have 7 minutes to research pros and cons of building a nuclear power plant in Peace River. 
5. 7 minute mini-debate: ‘speakers’ get 2 minutes for main argument, and a 1 minute response. 
6. Exit Card: Students vote ‘Yes’ or ‘No,’ on proposal, with one sentence explaining their vote.  

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Have pros and cons been clearly identified? 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Group roles, Strategic groupings, Cooperative learning 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“The process through which readers bring together their background knowledge and their evolving understanding of the book to create a complete and original understanding of the text.” - Debbie Miller 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rcOFV4y5z8c
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Mini Debate Prep. 
 

Roles 

Facilitator:  Speaker: 
 

Recorder:  Researcher(s): 
 

 
Proposal: _____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pros:  Cons: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Initial 
Argument 
( 2 minutes): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response 
(1 minute): 
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Synthesize 

TITLE:  Creating The Game 

SUBJECT:  Coding 8 (CTF) 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Scratch ( https://scratch.mit.edu/ ), Smart Board, Chromebooks, Directions  
( https://resources.scratch.mit.edu/www/guides/en/Getting-Started-Guide-Scratch2.pdf - or - 
http://www.calvin.edu/~vtn2/MACUL%20Scratch%20Workshop.pdf ) 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will understand how to use block codes to create a working code game. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Career & Technology Foundations (CTF) is exploring interests, passions and skills while making personal connections 
to career possibilities; CTF is planning, creating, appraising and communicating in response to challenges; CTF is 
working independently and with others while exploring careers and technology. ELA 8 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, 
speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G. O. 2 - Students will listen, 
speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other 
media texts 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  ELA 8 - 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 2.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Modelling / Playing a code game as students enter the room. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Teacher provides students directions to read on how to create a code game on ‘scratch.’ 
2. Student names are chosen using popsicle sticks. 
3. Chosen student will approach the Smart Board, pull a code, and drag it to the working screen. 
4. The next chosen student goes, and so on, until all students have contributed. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Press play game to see if it works. 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Directions in print and on display, Experiential Learning, Read aloud directions (Class or Pairs) 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“We found that using summarizing strategies, on average, increased students’ understanding of content by 19 percentile points.” - Haystead & Marzano 

 

https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://resources.scratch.mit.edu/www/guides/en/Getting-Started-Guide-Scratch2.pdf
http://www.calvin.edu/~vtn2/MACUL%20Scratch%20Workshop.pdf
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Evaluate 
 

“Good readers evaluate whether they liked the text, the author’s craft, characters’ actions, and even their own 
progress as readers.  It is especially important to ask students to include reasons or a ‘because’ to complete their 
evaluations.”  

- Lori Oczkus 
 

“Judgments about perspective and reliability require an examination of details about the author (from multiple 
people’s viewpoints) and his or her agenda in relation to a specific affiliation. Understanding these differences 
provides a concrete way to remember that any judgment should be informed by a critical examination of both 
relevant claims and an author’s level of expertise to make those claims.” 

- Julie Coiro 
 

“Close readers not only grasp an author’s message, but they also take a look under the hood, so to speak. They try 
to recognize the author’s tone or perspective, the implications of the author’s word choices, and why a text is 
structured or organized as it is. Additionally, readers should go beyond a text, evaluating its quality or value, 
comparing it with other texts, or determining its implications. It’s a lot to ask of students, but with appropriate 
scaffolding and support, they can do it.” 

- Timothy Shanahan 
 

 

http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/evaluating-quality-of-online-info-julie-coiro
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/evaluating-quality-of-online-info-julie-coiro
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/evaluating-quality-of-online-info-julie-coiro
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/evaluating-quality-of-online-info-julie-coiro
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/common-core-close-reading-0/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/common-core-close-reading-0/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/common-core-close-reading-0/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/common-core-close-reading-0/
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/common-core-close-reading-0/
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Evaluate 

TITLE:  Evaluate ‘Fox News’ Clip On Climate Change 

SUBJECT:  Science 20 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Fox News Clip On Climate Change: ‘Tucker Vs. Bill Nye’ - https://youtu.be/qN5L2q6hfWo   
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will evaluate whether or not they agree with varied opinions expressed to media, after viewing a debate on climate change. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 20 - Unit C - G.O. 4 - Students will analyze the evidence of, and assess the explanations for, natural variations 
in Earth’s climate over the last two million years. ELA 20-1 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and 
represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and 
represent to manage ideas and information; G.O. 5 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to 
respect, support and collaborate with others 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Science 20 - S.O. 20-C4.1 sts ELA 20-1 - S.O. 1.1.1, 1.2.1, 3.1.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 5.2.1 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Students will complete an opinion survey on climate change. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Class discussion: Discuss how you decide whether or not you agree with an argument. 
2. Class Discussion: Determine criteria for evaluating an opinion. 
3. Watch ‘Fox News’ clip on climate change. 
4. Written response: Who won the debate and why?  Must include two specific reasons in explanation. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Observations / Verbal Questioning / Written Response: Can students defend their reasoning? 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Verbal or written response accepted, Speech-to-text available, scorecard for evaluating debate 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“Evaluating moves students to higher levels of comprehension and thinking.” - Lori Oczkus 
 

Supplementary resources: - ‘The Inconvenient Truth’ - Al Gore https://www.amazon.ca/Inconvenient-Truth-DVD/dp/B000IB0DC6  
-  ‘She Blinded Me With Science’ - Thomas Dolby https://youtu.be/V83JR2IoI8k  

 

https://youtu.be/qN5L2q6hfWo
https://www.amazon.ca/Inconvenient-Truth-DVD/dp/B000IB0DC6
https://youtu.be/V83JR2IoI8k
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Evaluate 

TITLE:  Evaluate risks and effects of cannabis use. 

SUBJECT:  CALM 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Chromebooks, Summary/Evaluation organizer, CBC News On Legalization ( https://youtu.be/57Dw-yBxo0c ) 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will assess the credibility of an article on cannabis use, and reach a conclusion about the effects and risks associated by also accessing 
prior knowledge and additional facts. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  CALM - G.O. 1 - Personal Choices: Students will apply an understanding of the emotional/psychological, intellectual, 
social, spiritual and physical dimensions of health—and the dynamic interplay of these factors—in managing personal 
well-being. ELA 10-2 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, 
feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to comprehend literature 
and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond personally, critically and creatively; G.O. 3 - 
Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information; G.O. 5 - Students will 
listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to respect, support and collaborate with others. 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  CALM - S.O. P2 ELA 10-2 - 1.1.1, 1.2.1, 1.2.2, 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.1.3, 2.3.1, 3.1.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 5.1.1, 5.1.2 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Students will view a CBC news segment about cannabis legislation in canada. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1.  As a class, brainstorm what is known about the effects of cannabis on teen/youth health. 
2. Students independently select a news article/clip on cannabis use. 
3.  Students will briefly summarize the article they chose, and evaluate the main ideas presented. 
4. Students come to a conclusion about risks and effects of cannabis use, based on their article. 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Observations (during reading), written response (article summary & evaluation). 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Student choice, Written or verbal summary, Graphic organizer provided to organize main ideas. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
 
NEXT STEPS: 

“Evaluating moves students to higher levels of comprehension and thinking.” - Lori Oczkus 
 

 

https://youtu.be/57Dw-yBxo0c
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ARTICLE SUMMARY & EVALUATION 

Title:   

Author:   

Published By:   

Publication Date:   

MAIN IDEA: 

 
 

 

CIRCLE THE THREE MOST IMPORTANT WORDS IN YOUR MAIN IDEA, AND WRITE THEM HERE. 

     

SUPPORTING DETAILS (THREE FACTS/CLAIMS SUPPORTING THE MAIN IDEA): 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 

CONCLUSION (HOW DOES THE MAIN IDEA PRESENTED IN THE ARTICLE HOLD UP TO YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE, PROVEN FACTS AND 
PRIOR KNOWLEDGE YOU HAVE ON THE SUBJECT, AND HOW CREDIBLE ARE THE AUTHOR’S SUPPORTING DETAILS? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Literacy: Comprehension Strategies 
RMSS Mini Lesson Series: Vol. 1 

49 

 

Monitor/Reflect On Comprehension 
 

“Monitoring comprehension-or clarifying, as it is sometimes referred to-is much like checking the gauges on 
your car and then using tools to fix the problem.” 

- Lori Oczkus 
 
“Effective readers are strategic and reflective about their reading.  In other words, they utilize their 
metacognition skills.  They strategically plan, monitor, and evaluate their reading processes.” 

- OCA Teacher’s Guide 
 
“Reading for meaning involves the metacognitive activity of comprehension monitoring, which entails keeping 
track of the success with which one's comprehension is -proceeding, ensuring that the process continues smoothly, 
and taking remedial action if necessary.” 

Linda Baker & Ann L. Brown 
 

“Monitoring our comprehension means noticing our thinking as we read. We notice our confusions. We use our 
background knowledge and recognize when something is new, what questions we have as we read, and what 
inferences we are making. We sift through what we think is important to pay attention to and notice how it all 
comes together into big ideas.  

- - Clemson University Reading Recovery Training Center 

 

http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
http://tcsldes.sharpschool.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_981273/File/Staff%20Directory/Instructional%20Support/April%20Willard/Top%205%20Comp%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://www.pearsoncanadaschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PS1zOw&PMDBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSITEID=2621&PMDBCATEGORYID=&PMDBSUBSOLUTIONID=&PMDBSUBJECTAREAID=&PMDBSUBCATEGORYID=&PMDbProgramID=53503
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED195932.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED195932.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED195932.pdf
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/home/reading-comprehension/introduction-to-comprehension-lessons/introduction-to-monitoring-comprehension/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/home/reading-comprehension/introduction-to-comprehension-lessons/introduction-to-monitoring-comprehension/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/home/reading-comprehension/introduction-to-comprehension-lessons/introduction-to-monitoring-comprehension/
https://readingrecovery.clemson.edu/home/reading-comprehension/introduction-to-comprehension-lessons/introduction-to-monitoring-comprehension/
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Monitor / Reflect On Comprehension 

TITLE:  Centuries of Photography 

SUBJECT:  Introduction To Photography (COM1205) 

DURATION:  10-15 Minutes 

RESOURCES:  Photography Basics. ‘ A Brief History of the Camera’ ( https://www.photography-basics.com/history-of-the-camera/ ) 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 

Students will read an article on changes in photographic equipment over the years, with the intention of comparing and 
contrasting the changes, and reflecting on which comprehension strategies were useful in doing so. 

ALBERTA PROGRAM OF STUDIES OUTCOMES: 

GENERAL LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Intro. to Photography (com 1205) - G.O. 2 - use various photographic equipment, image-capture devices, materials and 
processes to demonstrate basic photographic skills ELA 10-1 - G.O. 1 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and 
represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences; G.O. 2 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and 
represent to comprehend literature and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms, and respond 
personally, critically and creatively; G.O. 3 - Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas 
and information 

SPECIFIC LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Intro. to Photography (com 1205) - S.O. 2.4 ELA 10-1 - S.O. 1.1.1, 1.1.2, 2.1.2, 2.1.4, 3.1.2, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 3.2.3, 3.2.4 

 

PROCEDURE: 

HOOK:  Take a class picture with a polaroid camera, or a selfie on a smart-phone. 

LEARNING ACTIVITY:  1. Teacher will read the article ‘ A Brief History of The Camera ’ aloud to students. students complete a 
graphic organizer where they compare/contrast developments in photo tech, during reading. 
2. Students will share and discuss their notes in small groups, looking for additional items they 
might be able to use in their own graphic organizer. 
3. Class Discussion: Students will be asked to recall what comprehension strategies were used during 
this lesson to deepen understanding (Take notes, Evaluate, Synthesize). 

FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT:  Completed graphic organizer, Observations during class discussion 

DIFFERENTIATION:  Format of the graphic organizer may be left up to student or provided, Strategic groupings. 

POST-LESSON REFLECTION:  EFFECTIVENESS OF LESSON: 
NEXT STEPS: 

“Strong learners can explain which strategies they used to solve a problem and why.” - Pellegrino & Hilton 

 

https://www.photography-basics.com/history-of-the-camera/
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